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SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF FISH CATCH AT SEA 

1 . EMBASSY IS AWARE THAT PROBLEM HAS ARISEN REGARDING 
TRANSFER OF SHRIMP CATCH BY U.S. VESSELS FISHING UNDER TERMS 
OF US/MEXICO FISHERIES AGREEMENT. IT HAS BEEN LONGSTANDING 
PRACTICE OF SMALLER U.S. SHRIMP VESSELS WHICH USE ICE TO 
REFRIGERATE CATCH TO TRANSFER CATCHES TO OTHER VESSELS AT 
SEA. WHICH ARE RETURNING TO PORT TO UNLOAD. THIS 
IS ESPECIALLY TRUE FOR VESSELS FISHING GREATER DISTANCES 
FROM PORT OF UNLOADING, SUCH AS THOSE SHRIMP BOATS 
OPERATING OFF MEXICO. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 018001 


2. FAILURE TO BE ALLOWED TO CONTINUE THIS PRACTICE 
WOULD MEAN THAT VESSELS WOULD HAVE TO RETURN TO PORT AFTER 
SHORT PERIOD OF FISHING IN ORDER TO UNLOAD CATCH, AND THEN 
RETURN AGAIN TO FISHING GROUNDS. SIGNIFICANT FUEL COSTS 
AND LOST FISHING TIME WOULD OCCUR UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, 
AND VALUE OF MEXICAN FISHING LICENSE WOULD BE GREATLY 
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REDUCED; FOR SOME U.S. VESSELS FISHERY OFF MEXICO COULD 
EFFECTIVELY BE TERMINATED. ACCORDINGLY, GOM INSISTANCE ON 
NO TRANSSHIPPING WOULD FRUSTRATE ENTIRE PURPOSE OF THIS 
PART OF AGREEMENT. 

3. IF THIS PRACTICE IS ALLOWED TO CONTINUE, U.S. VESSELS 
WOULD ONLY TRANSFER TO OTHER U.S. VESSELS WHICH ALSO HAD 
LICENSE UNDER AGREEMENT. LOGBOOK RECORDS OF AMOUNT OF 
SHRIMP TRANSFERRED WOULD BE KEPT; ALL SHRIMP LANDED WOULD 
COUNTED TOWARDS TOTAL ALLOWABLE U.S. CATCH, WHICH WOULD 
NOT BE AFFECTED BY THIS PRACTICE. SIMILARLY, THERE WOULD 

BE NO EFFECT ON ENFORCEMENT OF AGREEMENT WHICH IS BASED 
ON LANDINGS. NOTHING IN AGREEMENT UOULD PRECLUDE TRANSFER 
OF FISH AT SEA. AND DEPT. NEGOTIATORS WERE NOT AWARE 
DURING NEGOTIATIONS THAT THIS PRACTICE WAS OF CONCERN TO 
GOM. 

4. DRAWING ON ABOVE, EMBASSY REQUESTED TO APPROACH 
APPROPRIATE GOM OFFICIALS AND ATTEMPT TO PERSUADE GOM NOT 
TO MAKE ISSUE OF TRANSFER QUESTION AT THIS TIME. DURING 
APRIL CONSULTATIONS CALLED FOR BY AGREEMENT OR IN 
EARLIER TALKS IF GOM STILL DESIRES TO MEET WITH U.S. 

OFFICIALS, US SIDE WOULD BE PLEASED TO DISCUSS THIS ISSUE 
AND ANY CONCERNS GOM MAY HAVE REGARDING IT. WE HOPE THAT 
UNTIL MEETING TAKES PLACE AND WHILE ALL CONCERNED ARE 
TRYING TO IMPLEMENT AGREEMENT AND MAKE IT WORK, GOM CAN 
DEMONSTRATE SOME FLEXIBILITY ON THIS ISSUE. 

VANCE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SHELLFISH, FISHING BOATS, FISHING AGREEMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 26-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE018001 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: BSHALLMAN:EEB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770029-0114 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 15/aaaaamyg.tel 

Line Count: 89 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 31d938d0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN OES 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3492033 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TRANSFER OF FISH CATCH AT SEA 
TAGS: EFIS, MX, US 
To: MEXICO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/31d938d0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



